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education, social cohesion and national security in Nigeria, drawing on sociological
perspectives and statistical evidence. The paper develops from a presentation of the same
title delivered in January 2024 and is subsequently expanded with more recent empirical
evidence. Information disorder is conceptualised as encompassing misinformation,
disinformation and malinformation, while education is understood not only as formal
schooling but also as media and information literacy, critical reasoning and digital
competence. The study adopts a quantitative secondary-data design, using descriptive
statistics and identifying appropriate bivariate and multivariate techniques for
compatible microdata. Evidence is drawn from published studies, national education
statistics, digital-news surveys and African social-cohesion data. Findings indicate that
digital platforms have become significant channels of information consumption, while

information-literacy capacity remains important to users' vulnerability to fake-news
sharing. The paper argues that education can constitute an important preventive
capability for strengthening information resilience, social cohesion and national security.
It recommends institutionalising media and information literacy, improving statistical
monitoring of information disorder, strengthening social cohesion and integrating
information resilience into preventive national-security policy.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Introduction

The rapid expansion of digital communication has fundamentally changed how people obtain,
interpret and share information. Social-media platforms, online news sites and video-sharing networks
have increased the speed and scale of information circulation while creating greater opportunities for
misinformation, disinformation and other forms of information disorder. Globally, 54% of surveyed
audiences reported using social or video networks for news in 2026, while 62% expressed concern about
misinformation, indicating the growing significance of information integrity in contemporary societies
(Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism [RISJ], 2026).

The implications extend beyond the accuracy of individual news items. Information is interpreted
through social identities, political orientations, institutional relationships and existing beliefs. False or
manipulated information can therefore reinforce existing perceptions, deepen distrust and contribute to
polarisation, particularly where social and institutional trust is already weak (Bakir & McStay, 2018;
Buchanan, 2020; Tandoc et al., 2018). Wardle and Derakhshan (2017) consequently distinguish between
misinformation, disinformation and malinformation according to their content, intent and relationship to
harm.

The experience of European countries illustrates the increasing recognition of information disorder
as a governance and societal-resilience challenge. In the United Kingdom, concerns about
misinformation and the changing news environment have strengthened attention to media literacy and
information integrity, while Germany has developed institutional and regulatory responses to harmful
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online content. Across the European Union, measures have also been introduced to reduce systemic risks
associated with very large online platforms, particularly during electoral processes (European
Commission, 2024; RISJ, 2024). These experiences demonstrate that technological regulation alone
cannot address information disorder and that citizens' capacity to critically evaluate information remains
important to societal resilience.

In Sub-Saharan Africa, the challenge assumes additional significance because digital information
environments intersect with considerable ethnic, religious, political and linguistic diversity. Countries
such as Kenya, Ghana, South Africa and Nigeria have experienced growing concerns over
misinformation, political communication and the rapid circulation of unverified information through
digital platforms (Apuke & Omar, 2020; R1SJ, 2024). Across 39 African countries, 89% of respondents
expressed tolerance toward people of different ethnicities and 85% toward people of different religions,
while only 57% trusted fellow citizens somewhat or a lot (Afrobarometer, 2024). More recent evidence
from 38 African countries similarly shows that trust declines across social boundaries, with 49% trusting
people of a different ethnicity and 48% trusting people of a different religion (Afrobarometer, 2026).

This distinction between tolerance and trust is important for understanding information disorder.
A society may tolerate social differences while still experiencing relatively weak interpersonal or
institutional trust. In such circumstances, misleading information can acquire influence when it confirms
existing perceptions of threat, exclusion or injustice. Information disorder therefore becomes a social
phenomenon whose consequences depend partly on the strength of interpersonal trust, institutional
legitimacy and social cohesion.

Within this broader African context, Nigeria presents a particularly important case. The country's
expanding digital environment has made online platforms significant channels for news and public
communication. The 2024 Digital News Report reported that 91% of surveyed Nigerian online news
users accessed news online each week, while Facebook and YouTube were used for news by 75% and
70%, respectively (RI1SJ, 2024). These figures relate to an online-user sample rather than the entire
Nigerian population and should therefore be interpreted within that limitation.

Nigeria's digital transformation is occurring alongside a large and complex education system. The
Federal Ministry of Education's 2024/2025 statistics report 39,881,798 learners and 1,187,031 teachers,
although only 124,146 of 222,888 listed schools reported data, representing a reporting rate of 55.7%
(Federal Ministry of Education, Nigeria, 2026). The statistics therefore demonstrate both the scale of the
education system and the need for continued improvement in education-data coverage.

Education provides an important institutional platform for strengthening citizens' capacity to
navigate the information environment, although formal educational attainment alone does not
necessarily guarantee resilience against misinformation. Increasingly, attention has shifted toward media
and information literacy, digital competence and critical-thinking skills. UNESCO (2021, 2024)
identifies these competencies as important for enabling citizens to evaluate information sources,
recognise misleading content and participate responsibly in digital environments.

Evidence from Nigeria further strengthens this argument. Mi and Apuke (2024), using structural
equation modelling based on an online survey of Nigerian social-media users, found that instant news
sharing, self-promotion, self-expression and altruism were associated with fake-news sharing, while
social-media knowledge moderated these relationships. The study specifically found that users with
greater social-media knowledge showed weaker relationships between these factors and fake-news
sharing (Mi & Apuke, 2024).

The relationship between information disorder and national security consequently operates
through broader social processes. Where misleading information contributes to distrust, polarisation or
hostility, it can weaken social cohesion and institutional legitimacy. Conversely, stronger information
literacy, social trust and community networks can improve citizens' capacity to question, verify and
correct misleading narratives. This perspective is consistent with Social Capital Theory, which
emphasises trust and networks as foundations of collective action, and with the human-security
approach, which places social stability and human wellbeing within the broader understanding of
security (Putnam, 2000; UNDP, 1994).

The concern, therefore, is not that every instance of misinformation constitutes a national-security
threat. Rather, the concern lies in the interaction between information disorder and existing social
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vulnerabilities. In Nigeria, where rapid digital communication intersects with social diversity,
educational inequalities and questions of public trust, understanding this interaction is important for
preventive security policy. The study consequently examines information disorder, education and social
cohesion from a sociological and statistical perspective, with particular attention to the capacity of
education and information literacy to strengthen societal resilience and contribute to national security.
The study builds on a presentation of the same title delivered in January 2024 and expands the
original analysis with more recent statistical evidence and empirical literature. Its central proposition is
that education should be understood not only as a mechanism of human-capital development but also as
a potential preventive national-security capability, particularly when it equips citizens with the
knowledge and critical capacity required to navigate an increasingly complex information environment.
2.0 Statement of the Problem
The central problem addressed by this study is the interaction between information disorder and
social cohesion within an increasingly digital Nigerian society. The expansion of social-media
communication has increased citizens' access to information while simultaneously creating opportunities
for false, manipulated and misleading content to circulate rapidly (RISJ, 2024; Wardle & Derakhshan,
2017). The problem is not simply that citizens encounter false information. Information becomes socially
consequential when it interacts with political, ethnic, religious and institutional identities. Misleading
narratives can reinforce perceptions of threat, intensify distrust and contribute to social polarisation when
they resonate with existing grievances or group identities (Bakir & McStay, 2018; Buchanan, 2020).
A second dimension concerns education. Formal schooling provides knowledge and cognitive
development, but it does not automatically equip citizens with the specific competencies required to
evaluate digital information. Media and information literacy, source verification, critical reasoning and
digital competence are increasingly necessary components of information resilience (UNESCO, 2021,
2024). A third problem concerns national-security policy. Conventional security approaches tend to
prioritise terrorism, violent extremism, organised crime and physical threats. Yet contemporary security
environments also involve information contests, public trust, social narratives and institutional
legitimacy. The challenge is therefore to determine how information resilience and education can
contribute to preventive national security without treating legitimate political expression or disagreement
as security threats.
3.0 Objectives of the Study
The general objective is to examine the relationship between information disorder, education,
social cohesion and national security in Nigeria.
The specific objectives are to:
i. examine the nature and dimensions of information disorder in contemporary Nigerian society;
ii. assess the relationship between education, media literacy and vulnerability to misleading
information;

iii.  examine the relationship between information disorder and social cohesion;

iv. analyse available statistical evidence concerning Nigeria's digital, educational and social-
cohesion environments; and

v. propose policy measures for strengthening education-based information resilience as a

component of preventive national security.

4.0 Research Questions

i.  What forms of information disorder are most relevant to Nigeria's contemporary information

environment?
ii. How does education, particularly media and information literacy, influence vulnerability to
misleading information?

iii.  What relationship exists between information disorder and social cohesion?

iv. What do available statistics reveal about Nigeria's digital, educational and social-cohesion
environments?

v. How can information resilience be integrated into preventive national-security policy?

5.0 Conceptual Clarification

5.1 Information Disorder
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Information disorder refers to the wider ecosystem involving misinformation, disinformation and
malinformation (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017). The concept is preferable to the undifferentiated
expression "fake news" because it recognises differences in intent, content and potential social
consequences. Misinformation involves false information shared without necessarily intending harm;
disinformation involves deliberately deceptive or manipulated information; while malinformation
involves genuine information used in a harmful or misleading context (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017).

5.2 Education and Information Resilience

Education in this study encompasses formal schooling as well as media and information literacy,
digital literacy and critical-thinking capacities. UNESCO (2021, 2024) identifies media and information
literacy as important for helping citizens evaluate information, identify misleading content and engage
responsibly with digital environments. Evidence from Nigeria supports this relationship. Mi and Apuke
(2024) found that social-media knowledge moderated factors associated with fake-news sharing among
Nigerian social-media users, providing empirical support for treating information knowledge as a
relevant component of information resilience. Education should therefore be conceptualised not simply
in terms of years spent in school but also in terms of the competencies developed to evaluate sources,
verify claims and make informed decisions before sharing information.

5.3 Social Cohesion

Social cohesion refers to the capacity of individuals and groups to coexist, trust one another,
participate in collective life and perceive institutions as legitimate and fair (Afrobarometer, 2024, 2026;
World Bank, 2026). Putnam (2000) associates social capital with networks, trust and norms of
reciprocity that facilitate collective action. In the context of information disorder, these forms of social
capital can influence whether individuals accept, question or reject information about other groups and
institutions.

5.4 National Security

National security is understood broadly as the protection of citizens, institutions and the state from
threats that undermine safety, stability, social order and national resilience. This interpretation is
consistent with the human-security approach, which expands security beyond territorial defence to
include threats affecting people's lives and wellbeing (UNDP, 1994).

6.0 Theoretical Framework

6.1 Social Constructionism

Berger and Luckmann's (1966) Social Constructionism provides the first theoretical foundation.
Social reality is produced and reproduced through interaction, communication and shared meanings.
Information therefore matters not only because it conveys facts but because it contributes to how
individuals interpret social reality. Information disorder can consequently construct misleading
perceptions of social groups, institutions and events when false or manipulated narratives are repeatedly
circulated and socially validated.

6.2 Social Capital Theory

Putnam's (2000) Social Capital Theory provides the second theoretical foundation. Trust, networks
and norms of reciprocity facilitate cooperation. Where trust is weak, misleading information may
encounter fewer social barriers to circulation because citizens may lack reliable interpersonal or
institutional mechanisms for verification. The theory also suggests that strong social networks can
provide a protective function when they facilitate discussion, correction and collective verification.

6.3 Human Security Theory

The human-security perspective developed by UNDP (1994) broadens the analysis beyond
conventional military threats. From this perspective, social instability, institutional weakness and threats
to human wellbeing can become security concerns. Information disorder is therefore relevant where it
contributes to fear, polarisation, mistrust or weakened social resilience.

7.0 Conceptual Model

The paper proposes three interconnected pathways:

Education — Information Evaluation Capacity — Reduced Vulnerability to Information Disorder

Information Disorder — Distrust/Polarisation — Reduced Social Cohesion — Increased Security
Vulnerability
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Education + Media Literacy + Social Trust — Information Resilience — Social Cohesion —
National Stability

The model does not assume that education automatically prevents misinformation or that
misinformation automatically causes insecurity. Rather, it proposes that education and information
literacy can influence the capacity of individuals and communities to evaluate information, while social
trust and institutional legitimacy can shape how information is received and acted upon.

8.0 Methodology

8.1 Research Design

The study adopts a quantitative secondary-data research design. It draws on published statistical
evidence and empirical studies concerning information consumption, education, social trust, social
cohesion and misinformation. The design is appropriate because the study seeks to examine relationships
across multiple dimensions of the Nigerian information and social environment without generating a
new primary survey.

8.2 Sources of Data

The study draws on evidence from:

i. Afrobarometer surveys on social cohesion, trust and tolerance;

ii.  Federal Ministry of Education education statistics;

iii.  National Bureau of Statistics reports;
iv. Reuters Institute Digital News Report;
v. DataReportal digital-environment statistics;
vi. UNESCO media and information-literacy materials;
vii.  UNDP human-security and violent-extremism research;
viii.  World Bank research on social cohesion and resilience; and
ix. peer-reviewed empirical studies on misinformation and social-media behaviour.

8.3 Statistical Approach

Descriptive statistics are used to summarise reported indicators of digital access, information
consumption, education and social cohesion. Where compatible individual-level microdata are available,
the study proposes bivariate correlation and multivariate regression. A basic model is specified as:

SCi = Po + P:lE; + B2EDU; + BsTRUST; + B4SES; + &;

Where:

SC = social-cohesion indicator;

IE = information exposure;

EDU = education/information-literacy indicator;

TRUST = interpersonal or institutional trust;

SES = socioeconomic status; and

€ = error term.

A moderation model may further test whether education changes the relationship between
information exposure and social cohesion:

SCi = Po + B:1lE; + B2EDU; + Bs(IE x EDU); + &;

Inferential results are not reported unless the relevant microdata have actually been analysed.
Published aggregate statistics from incompatible datasets are therefore not combined to manufacture
correlations or causal relationships.

9.0 Statistical Findings

9.1 Global Information Environment

The global information environment provides the broader context for the Nigerian case.

Table 1: Selected Global Information-Environment Indicators

Indicator Statistic Source

People using social/video networks for news globally 54% RISJ (2026)
Concern about misinformation globally 62% RISJ (2026)
Overall trust in news globally 37% RISJ (2026)
Countries covered by the 2024 Digital News Report 47 RISJ (2024)
Respondents in the 2024 Digital News Report More than 95,000 RISJ (2024)
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The statistics indicate the growing importance of social and video platforms within contemporary
news consumption and the continuing concern surrounding misinformation (RI1SJ, 2024, 2026).

9.2 Nigeria's Digital Information Environment

Nigeria illustrates this transformation.

Table 2: Selected Nigerian Digital-News Indicators

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION AND PHILOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Indicator Statistic Source

Weekly online news access among surveyed users 91% RISJ (2024)
Facebook use for news 75% RISJ (2024)
YouTube use for news 70% RISJ (2024)
Instagram use for news 58% RISJ (2024)
Telegram use for news 53% RISJ (2024)
TikTok use for news 46% RISJ (2024)

The figures demonstrate the importance of social platforms as channels through which Nigerian
online news users encounter information. However, the Reuters Institute sample represents online news
users rather than the entire Nigerian population and should therefore not be interpreted as a nationally
representative estimate (RI1SJ, 2024).

9.3 Education and Information Capacity

Nigeria's education system provides a significant institutional platform for building information
resilience.

Table 3: Selected Nigerian Education Indicators, 2024/2025

Indicator Reported figure
Total schools listed 222,888

Schools reporting 124,146
Reporting rate 55.7%

Learners 39,881,798
Teachers 1,187,031
Classrooms 726,847
Learner-teacher ratio 33.6
Learner-classroom ratio 60.1

Source: Federal Ministry of Education, Nigeria (2026).

The figures demonstrate the considerable scale of Nigeria's education system but also reveal a
limitation in administrative-data coverage. The reporting rate of 55.7% means that the statistics should
not automatically be interpreted as complete national coverage.

The relationship between education and misinformation is further supported by empirical research.
Mi and Apuke (2024) employed structural equation modelling to examine fake-news sharing among
Nigerian social-media users and found that social-media knowledge significantly moderated
relationships between several motivations and fake-news-sharing behaviour. This suggests that
information literacy may be more directly relevant to information resilience than formal educational
attainment considered in isolation.

9.4 Social Cohesion, Trust and Tolerance

Social cohesion represents the social environment within which information is interpreted.

Table 4: Selected African Social-Cohesion Indicators

Indicator Statistic Source

Tolerant toward people of different ethnicity 89% Afrobarometer (2024)
Tolerant toward different religions 85% Afrobarometer (2024)
Tolerant toward different political affiliations 82% Afrobarometer (2024)
Tolerant toward different nationalities 80% Afrobarometer (2024)
Trust relatives "a lot" 58% Afrobarometer (2024)
Trust fellow citizens somewhat/a lot 57% Afrobarometer (2024)
Believe people are often/always treated unequally under 61% Afrobarometer (2024)
law
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The evidence demonstrates that tolerance and trust are not synonymous. African societies may
exhibit considerable tolerance toward social differences while simultaneously experiencing lower levels
of interpersonal or institutional trust (Afrobarometer, 2024). More recent Round 10 evidence reinforces
this interpretation. Across 38 African countries, 81% trusted relatives somewhat or a lot, compared with
58% for neighbours, 49% for people of a different ethnicity and 48% for people of a different religion
(Afrobarometer, 2026).

10.0 Sociological Analysis of the Findings

The statistical evidence supports four principal observations. First, information exposure has
expanded. The Nigerian digital-news figures demonstrate substantial reliance on online and social
platforms among surveyed online users. The significance lies not only in the volume of information but
also in the changing structure of information distribution, in which professional journalism, personal
commentary, political messaging and user-generated content coexist within the same digital
environment.

Second, education must be understood as information capacity. Conventional educational
attainment should not automatically be treated as a sufficient measure of information resilience. The
capacity to evaluate sources, identify manipulation, verify claims and resist impulsive sharing is
particularly important. The Nigerian SEM evidence provided by Mi and Apuke (2024) supports the
relevance of social-media knowledge in moderating behaviours associated with false-news sharing.

Third, social cohesion provides a protective social environment. Trust and social networks can
function as mechanisms through which individuals discuss and verify information. Conversely, weak
trust can make individuals more dependent on identity-based networks or information sources perceived
as sympathetic to their group. Afrobarometer's evidence concerning high tolerance alongside weaker
trust demonstrates that social cohesion should be treated as multidimensional (Afrobarometer, 2024,
2026).

Fourth, information disorder has national-security relevance. Information disorder becomes a
security concern when it contributes to distrust, polarisation, hostility or weakened institutional
legitimacy. This does not mean that every false statement constitutes a national-security threat. Rather,
the security significance emerges from the interaction between information, social structures, political
competition and institutional resilience.

11.0 Discussion

The findings support the central proposition that information disorder should be examined
sociologically. False information does not become influential simply because it exists. Its influence
depends partly on the social environment into which it is introduced. A misleading narrative concerning
an ethnic or religious group may have different consequences in a society characterised by strong
intergroup trust than in one characterised by suspicion and institutional distrust. Social structures can
therefore mediate the consequences of information.

Education similarly operates through capability rather than formal qualification alone. An
individual may possess substantial academic knowledge while lacking the ability to verify a viral video
or distinguish an authentic source from an impersonated account. Conversely, individuals with less
formal education may possess strong practical media-literacy skills. Policy should therefore avoid
treating educational attainment automatically as a proxy for misinformation resilience. The Nigerian
evidence reinforces this position. Mi and Apuke (2024) found that social-media knowledge moderated
relationships between motivational factors and fake-news sharing among Nigerian social-media users.

The findings also reinforce the importance of social cohesion. Afrobarometer evidence
demonstrates that Africans frequently express tolerance across ethnic, religious and political differences
while reporting considerably lower levels of trust across social boundaries (Afrobarometer, 2024, 2026).
This indicates that preventive information-security policy should not focus exclusively on correcting
false content. It should also strengthen the social conditions that allow citizens to question, verify and
discuss contested information without immediately converting disagreement into hostility.

The implication for Nigeria is that information resilience should become part of a broader
preventive-security architecture. Security institutions, educational institutions, civil-society
organisations, media organisations and communities have complementary roles. This approach is

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION AND PHILOLOGICAL SCIENCES

42

VOLUME. 01 | NUMBER. 04 (2026) SEPTEMBER



A\

ACADEMIC SCIENCE PRESS

consistent with the broader human-security and whole-of-society orientation reflected in contemporary
peacebuilding and countering-violent-extremism literature (UNDP, 2023).

12.0 Implications for National Security

The analysis produces five major national-security implications. First, information disorder can
undermine social cohesion when false or manipulated narratives intensify existing group tensions.

Second, weak information literacy can increase citizens' vulnerability to misleading information,
particularly where digital information is consumed rapidly and shared through trusted personal networks.

Third, institutional distrust can make corrective information less effective because citizens may
evaluate information according to the perceived credibility of the messenger rather than the evidence
presented.

Fourth, education provides an important preventive mechanism because it can develop critical
reasoning, source evaluation and responsible digital participation.

Fifth, national-security institutions require better data on information disorder. Without systematic
measurement, policy responses may depend excessively on anecdotal assessments of viral content rather
than evidence concerning prevalence, exposure, behavioural responses and social consequences.

13.0 Policy Recommendations

Recommendation One:

The Federal Government of Nigeria should institutionalise media and information literacy as a
cross-cutting educational competency rather than treating it solely as a specialised communication
subject.

Implementation Strategies

i. The Federal Ministry of Education, NERDC and relevant state education authorities to
integrate source verification, digital literacy, critical reasoning, misinformation recognition
and responsible information sharing into appropriate curricula.

ii. Tertiary institutions and teacher-training institutions to strengthen practical media-literacy
modules that teach students and educators how to evaluate digital sources and manipulated
content.

Recommendation Two:

The Office of the National Security Adviser should recognise information resilience as part of

preventive security alongside conventional threat-management capabilities.

Implementation Strategies

i.  The Office of the National Security Adviser in collaboration with relevant security institutions
to establish evidence-based mechanisms for monitoring information threats while protecting
legitimate expression and criticism.

ii. Security institutions to develop partnerships with educational institutions, civil-society
organisations, technology stakeholders and professional media organisations for early
identification and responsible mitigation of information threats.

Recommendation Three: Strengthen Social Cohesion and Public Trust

The Federal Government of Nigeria should strengthen social-cohesion mechanisms that increase
trust across ethnic, religious, political and community boundaries.

Implementation Strategies

I. The Federal Government and State Governments to support structured community dialogues,
civic education and intergroup engagement that strengthen social trust and reduce
susceptibility to divisive narratives.

ii. Local Governments in collaboration with civil-society organisations to develop community-
based information-verification and early-warning mechanisms that enable trusted local actors
to challenge harmful misinformation before it escalates into social conflict.

Recommendation Four:

The Federal Government of Nigeria should establish a systematic evidence base for measuring
information disorder, media literacy and social cohesion.

Implementation Strategies
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I. The National Bureau of Statistics in collaboration with relevant universities and research
institutions to incorporate indicators of digital information exposure, media literacy, trust and
information-sharing behaviour into appropriate surveys.

ii. The Office of the National Security Adviser in collaboration with relevant educational
institutions to use longitudinal data to identify relationships between information exposure,
education, social trust and social-cohesion outcomes rather than relying exclusively on
isolated incidents or anecdotal evidence.

14.0 Conclusion

Information disorder has become an increasingly important dimension of contemporary social and
security environments. The global experience demonstrates that the expansion of digital information
systems has increased both access to news and exposure to misleading content (RISJ, 2024, 2026).
European experiences demonstrate the importance of combining platform governance, electoral
safeguards and information literacy, while African evidence highlights the interaction between
information, trust, tolerance and social cohesion (European Commission, 2024; Afrobarometer, 2024,
2026).

Nigeria's digital information environment makes the issue particularly relevant. The country's
online news users demonstrate substantial engagement with social and digital platforms, while its
education system provides a potentially important institutional platform for building information
resilience. The scale of the education system, however, is accompanied by limitations in administrative-
data coverage (Federal Ministry of Education, Nigeria, 2026). The evidence also indicates that education
should not be understood merely in terms of years of schooling. Media and information literacy, critical
reasoning and social-media knowledge are important components of the capacity required to evaluate
information. The Nigerian empirical study by Mi and Apuke (2024) provides direct evidence that social-
media knowledge can moderate factors associated with fake-news sharing.

Ultimately, the security challenge is not simply the existence of false information. It is the
possibility that information disorder interacts with weak trust, social fragmentation and institutional
vulnerabilities to undermine social cohesion. Building resilience therefore requires more than fact-
checking after misinformation has spread. It requires citizens capable of evaluating information,
institutions capable of communicating credibly, communities capable of correcting harmful narratives
and security institutions capable of recognising information resilience as part of preventive national
security. The central conclusion of this paper is that education is not merely a social-development
instrument in the information age; it is also a component of national resilience and preventive security.

References

1. Afrobarometer. (2024). Social cohesion: An African collage of imperfect tolerance and
cautious trust. Afrobarometer.

2. Afrobarometer. (2025). Nigeria: Round 10 summary of results. Afrobarometer.

3. Afrobarometer. (2026). Social cohesion in Africa: Bonds, belonging, and the common good.
Afrobarometer.

4. Apuke, O.D., & lyendo, T. O. (2018). University students' usage of the Internet resources for
research and learning: Forms of Internet use and perceptions of usefulness. Heliyon, 4(12), e01002.

5. Apuke, O. D., & Omar, B. (2020). Fake news proliferation in Nigeria: Consequences,
motivations, and prevention through awareness. Humanities & Social Sciences Reviews, 8(2), 16-25.

6. Apuke, O. D., & Omar, B. (2021). Social media affordances and information abundance:
Enabling fake news sharing during the COVID-19 health crisis. Health Informatics Journal, 27(3), 1-
16.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION AND PHILOLOGICAL SCIENCES

7. Bakir, V., & McStay, A. (2018). Fake news and the economy of emotions: Problems, causes,
solutions. Digital Journalism, 6(2), 154-175.

8. Berger, P. L., & Luckmann, T. (1966). The social construction of reality: A treatise in the
sociology of knowledge. Anchor Books.

9. Bermes, A. (2021). Information overload and fake news sharing: A transactional stress
perspective exploring the mitigating role of consumers' resilience during COVID-19. Journal of
Retailing and Consumer Services, 61, 102555.

44

VOLUME. 01 | NUMBER. 04 (2026) SEPTEMBER



A\

ACADEMIC SCIENCE PRESS

10. Buchanan, T. (2020). Why do people spread false information online? The effects of message
and viewer characteristics on self-reported likelihood of sharing social media disinformation. PLoS
ONE, 15(10), e0239893.

11. Council of Europe. (2017). Information disorder: Toward an interdisciplinary framework for
research and policy making. Council of Europe.

12. DataReportal. (2026). Digital 2026: Nigeria. DataReportal.

13. De Paor, S., & Heravi, B. (2020). Information literacy and fake news: How the field of
librarianship can help combat the epidemic of fake news. The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 46(5),
102218.

14. European Commission. (2024). Guidelines for providers of very large online platforms and
very large online search engines on the mitigation of systemic risks for electoral processes. European
Commission.

15. European Commission. (2024). European Board for Digital Services publishes post-election
report on the EU elections. European Commission.

16. Federal Ministry of Education, Nigeria. (2026). Nigeria education statistics 2024/2025.
Nigeria Education Management Information System.

17. Institute for Economics & Peace. (2024). Global peace index 2024: Measuring peace in a
complex world. Institute for Economics & Peace.

18. Jang, S. M., & Kim, J. K. (2018). Third person effects of fake news: Fake news regulation
and media literacy interventions. Computers in Human Behavior, 80, 295-302.

19. Mi, Y., & Apuke, O. D. (2024). How does social media knowledge help in combating fake
news? Testing a structural equation model. Thinking Skills and Creativity, 52, 101492.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2024.101492

20. National Bureau of Statistics. (2022). Nigeria multidimensional poverty index survey.
National Bureau of Statistics.

21. Putnam, R. D. (2000). Bowling alone: The collapse and revival of American community.
Simon & Schuster.

22. Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism. (2024). Digital news report 2024. University of
Oxford.

23. Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism. (2024). Nigeria. In Digital news report 2024.
University of Oxford.

24. Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism. (2026). Digital news report 2026. University of
Oxford.

25. Sampat, B., & Raj, S. (2022). Fake or real news? Understanding the gratifications and
personality traits of individuals sharing fake news on social media platforms. Aslib Journal of
Information Management, 74(5), 789-807.

26. Scheibenzuber, C., Hofer, S., & Nistor, N. (2021). Designing for fake news literacy training:
A problem-based undergraduate online-course. Computers in Human Behavior, 121, 106796.

27. Talwar, S., Dhir, A., Kaur, P., Zafar, N., & Alrasheedy, M. (2019). Why do people share fake
news? Associations between the dark side of social media use and fake news sharing behavior. Journal
of Retailing and Consumer Services, 51, 72-82.

28. Talwar, S., Dhir, A., Kaur, P., Zafar, N., & Alrasheedy, M. (2020). Sharing of fake news on
social media: Application of the honeycomb framework and the third-person effect hypothesis. Journal
of Retailing and Consumer Services, 57, 102197.

29. Tandoc, E. C., Lim, Z. W., & Ling, R. (2018). Defining "fake news": A typology of scholarly
definitions. Digital Journalism, 6(2), 137-153.

30. United Nations Development Programme. (1994). Human development report 1994: New
dimensions of human security. Oxford University Press.

31. United Nations Development Programme. (2023). Journey to extremism in Africa: Pathways
to recruitment and disengagement. United Nations Development Programme.

32. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. (2021). Media and
information literate citizens: Think critically, click wisely!. UNESCO.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION AND PHILOLOGICAL SCIENCES

45

VOLUME. 01 | NUMBER. 04 (2026) SEPTEMBER


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2024.101492

A\

ACADEMIC SCIENCE PRESS

33. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. (2024). Media and
information literacy competencies to tackle misinformation, disinformation and hate speech. UNESCO.

34. Wardle, C., & Derakhshan, H. (2017). Information disorder: Toward an interdisciplinary
framework for research and policy making. Council of Europe.

35. World Bank. (2024). Pursuing development goals amid fragility, conflict, and violence. World
Bank.

36. World Bank. (2026). Social cohesion and resilience. World Bank.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION AND PHILOLOGICAL SCIENCES

46

VOLUME. 01 | NUMBER. 04 (2026) SEPTEMBER



